Keaton 18’ Jet

Power: 460 Ford/Berkeley

& don't have & crystal ball bt it wil

noit take a marnine fortuna teller wary

long ko lorecast that d the jel industry is

gouing 1 sureive the nexd five pesirs, some
changes musl be mada,

Leading jat builders like Tahili and

Slesk Cralt have noliced a sgniicant

drop in sakes Since the enargy crunched.
Indugiry economigts sanously doubt
whather high sales wolume will ever re-
turn. On a positive nobe, most of Bwe Tast
buck “splash craft” manufacheers who
poppad up during the T0s throughout
Southern Calilornia have appeared 1o

dizappear forever. Geod riddence. So
whal ramaing . . hopefully are only the
cpuality mamdaciuens ke Keaton Boats
of Sacrameanta, California,

Because they are & highly customized
manufactures, Keaton Boals has nol re-
calvad any national exposune durning their




aight year manufacluring existence. Ini-
tially, we were very hesitant to include this
rather obscure manufacturar in our "81
Performance Trials because of their low
volurme building. However, after testing
the boat we can now confidently say it's
one of the finest jet boat packages we've
had the pleasure of driving.

Al this point, we can ofler no guaran-
tees but this first year Performance Trials®
participant has a very solid chance of
winning our Jet Boat of the Year laurels
for 1981, When we put this 18 foot wonder
back on the trailer, after a most thorough
battery of evaluations, the entire test
team agreed we'd uncovered a diamond
in the rough.

Weighing in at a solid 2,100 pounds
with engine, our Keaton test candidate
was powered by a Harman Marine 460
Ford and mated to a Berkeley 21JF jet
drive_with_an "A" impeller._ The boat
sported awell conceived 12 degree mod-
ified vee-bottom with three lifting strakes
per side and a rounded keel.

Perhaps the thing we liked most about
the Keaton was its cross breeding be-
tween a sleek high performance jet boat
of the 70s and a recreational family
cruiser. The boat had a fair amount of
freeboard, a comfortable cockpit lay-out
and performance stats that would make
many of the 18' outboard and stern drive
manufacturers cry. In addition, Keaton
was able toincorporate top-notch custom
craftsmanship on this mid-sized stormer
while keeping the price below $8,500.

Jet boats have always been highly re-
garded for their performance spunk and
the Keaton showcased the finest atiri-

butes of the pump industry. The boat was
equipped with a very worthwhile jet trim
device which allowed for rocketship-like
acceleration and a very adequate 60+
mph top-end.

Pulling the thrust down, the Keaton was
one of the quickest boals we've ever
tested. The boat moved from 0-36 mph in

an incredibly quick three seconds and
obtained top-end in under 10 seconds.
Coming out of the hole, the boat was
awesome in its throttle response. A word
of caution to jet boat owners who read this
article but decide not to buy a
Keaton . . .never get into a drag race with
this bottom-aend killer.
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