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Powerboat Maguxzine Performance Report — Lake Mead

ast year wa banlered the Perfor-
POWER: INDMAR 350 CHEVROLET e et o o Koo
: Boats around the olfice for more than a
—_— BE R K E I_E"l"r J ET week until we finally decided to give this
amall Sacramento, Calif., jet boat builder
a shot because the pump business had
tean tmes. To our complele amazement,
the littie-knowm Keaton easily ran away
with our jet boal performance award,
proving o us that marine pumps can do a
whole. lot more than power low-profile,

high-horsepcwer hotrods

To foliow uf: its award winning entry last
year, Keaton sent anothar one of its 18-
foot bread and bulter machines, but in-
block Ford, the company had bofted a

performing package in a hull the family man will stock 350 cubig inch Cheviole! blatmenmn
r " tha sinngars, au Ihe evaluations
have no problem selling to his wife and kids. were {:Eﬂuucted agrear aparl, the
Keaton/350 Chevrolet test olfered an in-
taresting comparison for future jet buyers
trying lo decide if they can adequately
downgize their cubic inches without sac-
rificing too much performance.
1971 and in the last 11 years he's only
mads wo refinement changes o the bot-
tom. Both the boat we evaluated last year
with the 460 Ford and our small block
candidake this year had bare hull weights
of 950 pourds. The Keaton 18-fooler
sports an 86-inch beam and a 12-degree
rounded keel bottom with three iifling
strakes per side. To help in low-end per-
molds a genile rocker in the bottom.

The biggest difference between the
boats, other |han the powerplants, was
the use of tha Berkeley 12 JF pump onthe
460 Ford, while the Indmar Chevrolet was
couplad o a 12JE unit. For those readers
unfamiliar wilh the Berkelay line, the “F"
pump has a j=lovator trim device and the
“E"pump is a fixed angle unil. Looking for
overly concerned with lop end, Keaton
nslalied the Berkeley “E” pump at Nega
tiwe five degress inour test machine. Bath
jet drives used an "A” impeller.

Last yearwe rated the Kealon/460 Forg
as ona of the quickest accalerating boats
we'd ever les:ed. The fiberglass rackel-
ship pinned you in the back of your seat,
going from 2ero to 35 mph in theee sec.
only nine. We knew the small biock Chevy
Wwasn't gaing 13 match the big Ford com-

ng out of the: hole. but the difference
wasnt as prongunced as expected
Looking &t our aCCompanying graphn
you'll ind thar the Indmar engine went
frorm zero 1o 27 in three seconds, zero to
;1? infive, zero 1o S4in 10 and 2erg to 60 in
= B

been sinking fas! during these energy-

“Keaton does it right by wrapping a superb stead of powering the boat with a big
Jack Keaton designed this 18-footer in

formance, Keaton has designed inlo the

the best overall performance but not

onds, zer 1o 50 in five and zera to 64 in
M







