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“Keaton started building squirt boats

in the "708, and as our award
program indioates, of those few that
remain, his 1a gtill one of the best.”
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Kﬂmn Boats isn't going to win our Jet Drive Per-

formance award for the third year in 3 row, because
company owner Jack Keaton decided that in ‘83 he was
going to concentrate on getting back to his roots.

It all began in 1959, when Keaton opened his tiny family-
uwned-and-operated business with the invene of pmducinbﬁ
fiberglass mid-engine ski boats. Back then, organiz
tournament competition was just gereing off the ground,
and the towboats of that era were outbhoard-powered
Hydrodynes and Crosleys. Anyone connected with
tourmnament water skiing knows that in the early '60s, the
sanctioning American Water Ski Association switched ite
vificial towboats from outboards to direct-drive inboards,
springboarding MasterCraft and Correct Craft into na-
tional prominence.

Meanwhile, whar happened to Jack Keaton?! Well, the
Sacramento, Calif., buiider continued to market his lesser-
known direct-drive rig on the West Coast until 1971, when
he 100 was smitten with jet drive mania. Like everyone else
in California, Keaton started building squirt boats in the

"708, and a8 our award program indicates, of those tew that
rernain, his is still one of the best.

When laying his plans for ‘83, Keaton realized that the
boating industry had almost come full circle: Interest in
the direct-drive flatbottom ski machine was reviving.
Because his operation is customer- and nor suricdy dollar-
pricated, Keaton makes it & point to remain in close
contact with many of hir former clients. He's always
surprised to find that some of the mid-engine :ifu be buile
in the early '60s have appreciated in value and arc being
resold — almost 25 years Luter — for around a third more
than their original $4,000 ante. The sudden renewed
interest in Keaton's original hardware wasn't amo
antique boat collectors, either, but from avid recxeationa
water skiers who just couldn't justify spending almost
$20,000 for a new Correct Craft or MasterCraft. With jer
drives unjustifiably becoming a taboo word among
consumers, Keaton decided the time was night to launch a
reviged version of his original ski machine

A grest deal of planning went into this new entry before
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